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Este año, el Día de Gibraltar en Londres fue objeto un cambio radical en comparación con las 
ediciones de años anteriores. 

El almuerzo de los Servicios Financieros volvió a celebrarse en Guildhall, donde más de 
trescientos profesionales de las instituciones bancarias, financieras y de seguros más 
prestigiosas de la City de Londres se congregaron para escuchar los discursos de Picardo y de 
Liam Fox, el Ministro británico de Comercio Internacional. Esta es la primera vez que un 
ministro británico participa en el almuerzo de los Servicios Financieros. No obstante, el 
almuerzo, en vez de organizarse y financiarse por el Gobierno de Gibraltar, como en ocasiones 
anteriores, fue sufragado en su totalidad por los asistentes, a través de sus contribuciones 
personales o de sus empresas, lo que supone un cambio considerable. 

La recepción que ofreció el Ministro Principal por la tarde mostró un cambio de esencia y estilo 
y dejó atrás el formato tradicional, que obligaba a más de un millar de invitados a estrujarse en 
el Gran Salón del siglo XV del Guildhall durante una velada que culminaba con un desfile 
militar. 

Por el contrario, la recepción del Día de Gibraltar de este año se celebró en la ultramoderna 
planta 39, en lo más alto del edificio Gherkin, ubicado en el corazón de la City de Londres. Sólo 
se invitó a doscientos personas, entre las que cabe destacar a embajadores, dirigentes de los 
Territorios británicos de Ultramar, exgobernadores de Gibraltar y miembros de la Cámara de 
los Comunes y la Cámara de los Lores. El público que acudió a la recepción pudo escuchar los 
discursos de Robin Walker, Secretario de Estado del Ministerio para la Salida de la Unión 
Europea y del Ministro Principal de Gibraltar. 

Tras una exitosa jornada, Picardo explicó que el principal desafío del formato de este año es 
que “el evento que se organizaba tradicionalmente se centraba más en el pasado de Gibraltar 
en vez de en su situación actual o en su proyección de futuro”. 

Asimismo, el Ministro Principal sugirió que “podría haber más cambios previstos para la 
edición del Día de Gibraltar en Londres del próximo año”. 
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En las fotografías adjuntas: 

612.1-612.2: El Ministro Principal durante su discurso en la recepción celebrada ayer por la 
tarde 

612.3-612.4: Robin Walker durante su discurso en la recepción celebrada ayer por la tarde 

 

Puede ver el discurso del Ministro Principal en la recepción de ayer por la tarde en el siguiente 
enlace (en inglés): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_SB-ysbwuBA 
 

Puede ver el discurso de Robin Walker en la recepción de ayer por la tarde en el siguiente 
enlace (en inglés): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BVSKz92oOUo 

 

Puede ver el discurso de Liam Fox  en el almuerzo de los Servicios Financieros de ayer en el 
siguiente enlace: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ihK84p6wG8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nota a redactores: 
 
Esta es una traducción realizada por la Oficina de Información de Gibraltar. Algunas palabras 
no se encuentran en el documento original y se han añadido para mejorar el sentido de la 
traducción. El texto válido es el original en inglés. 
  
Para cualquier ampliación de esta información, rogamos contacte con  
Oficina de Información de Gibraltar 
 
Miguel Vermehren, Madrid, miguel@infogibraltar.com, Tel 609 004 166 
Sandra Balvín, Campo de Gibraltar, sandra@infogibraltar.com, Tel 637 617 757 
Eva Reyes Borrego, Campo de Gibraltar, eva@infogibraltar.com, Tel 619 778 498 
 
Web: www.infogibraltar.com, web en inglés: www.gibraltar.gov.gi/press-office  
Twitter: @InfoGibraltar 
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PRESS RELEASE 
 

No: 612/2016 

Date:  1st November 2016 

New look for Gibraltar Day in London 

This year’s Gibraltar Day in London saw a radical change from similar events of recent years. 

The Finance Services lunch was again held in the Guildhall where over three hundred members of 

the City of London’s top banking, insurance and finance institutions heard speeches by Mr Picardo 

and by the Rt Hon Dr Liam Fox, the Secretary of State for International Trade. This is the first time 

that a UK Minister of State has ever spoken at a Financial Services lunch.  However, in a significant 

change, instead of being hosted and paid for by HM Government of Gibraltar as it had in the past, 

the lunch was totally paid for by those who attended, either corporately or individually.  

The Chief Minister’s evening reception saw a huge change in its substance and its style. It was a 

break with its traditional format in which over a thousand guests used to squeeze themselves into 

the 15th century Great Hall of the Guildhall for an evening which always ended with a military 

parade. 

This year’s Gibraltar Day reception was held on the ultra-modern 39th floor at the very top of the 

Gherkin building at the heart of the City of London. Just 200 guests were invited - a mix of 

ambassadors, leaders of the other Overseas Territories, recent Governors of Gibraltar and 

Members of the House of Commons and House of Lords. The reception was addressed both by 

Robin Walker, Minister from the Department for Exiting the European Union and by the Chief 

Minister. 

After a hugely successful day, Mr Picardo explained that the main change in this year’s format was 

that ‘We felt that the event we had traditionally organised was more about what Gibraltar had been 

in the past than about what Gibraltar is or what we are gearing up to be in the future.’ 

‘And there may be more yet changes on the way for next year's Gibraltar Day in London,’ he hinted. 
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Date:  31st October 2016 


Chief Minister’s Speech at Gibraltar Day in London Evening Reception 


Madame Deputy Lord Mayor, 


Ministers of Her Majesty's Government of the United Kingdom 


Ministers of Her Majesty's Government of Gibraltar 


Fellow Chief Ministers of British Overseas Territories 


Ambassadors and High Commissioners 


Distinguished members of the Armed Forces 


Past and Present Governors of Gibraltar 


My Lords, 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 


Thank you all very much indeed for taking time out of your very busy schedules to be with us this 


'Hallows Eve.' 


I suppose one could not choose a more fitting venue for a Halloween Party than a building on St 


Mary's Axe! 


I should start by telling you that we were to be joined this evening by the Foreign Secretary, Boris 


Johnson. Unfortunately he is unable to be with us. 


He has, however, sent a message which he has asked that I read and which says as follows: 


Starts: 


"Today is a very special day for the UK and Gibraltar shared relationship. 


This is a fantastic celebration, not only of our long and vibrant shared history - but also our current 


thriving partnership. 


I regret that I cannot be part of this event today but I want to emphasise my - and the whole of the 


Government's - resolute support for Gibraltar and its people. 


We will continue to stand beside Gibraltar. We will never enter into arrangements under which the 


people of Gibraltar would pass under the sovereignty of another state against their wishes. 


Furthermore, the UK will not enter into a process of sovereignty negotiations with which Gibraltar 


is not content. 


And we will continue to work together to deepen our economic ties and shared prosperity." 


END 


 


Can I, on behalf of the People of Gibraltar, thank the Foreign Secretary for that kind and thoughtful 


message. 
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We are joined tonight by two other members of Her Majesty's Government: 


Minister Robin Walker from the Department for Exiting the European Union is with us and has 


kindly agreed to deliver an address. 


Robin was the Minister who spoke so eloquently and favourably about Gibraltar at the recent 


Westminster Hall debate organised by Jack Lopresti. 


If I may say so, with respect to Robin, he has shown deep understanding about the issues that affect 


Gibraltar. 


He has also shown great sensitivity in the way in which he has dealt with the matters we have 


communicated to him to date. 


I am looking forward to the work we will do together in the coming weeks and months as we craft 


how best to calibrate the Gibraltar aspects of Brexit. 


Minister Mike Penning, Minister for the Armed Forces, also joins us to continue his long-standing 


relationship with Gibraltar. 


He and I have enjoyed more than one drink on the Rock around our National Day events in the past. 


I shall look forward to soon seeing both Robin and Mike in Gibraltar. 


Tomorrow, Robin and I will jointly host meetings with Gibraltar's unions and commercial 


representative bodies. 


This is part of the process of full engagement and full involvement in the structuring of the United 


Kingdom's negotiations to exit the European Union. 


Gibraltar is leaving the EU with Britain. 


We are entirely satisfied that Gibraltar is being involved in the process of Brexit. 


We have ensured that our "heat mapping" analysis has provided the necessary intelligence on our 


current interface with the EU to Downing Street, 


The Foreign and Commonwealth Office 


The Department for Exiting the European Union and the Department for International Trade. 


 


It has also disclosed to us in objective statistical terms how much more important Britain and access 


to it is to Gibraltar than any other market. 


We have long known that instinctively. 


We can now demonstrate it empirically. 


 


And if so pressed to choose between London, Britain and the United Kingdom on the one hand or 


Brussels, the European Union and the Single Market on the other, we know what our choices will be. 


We will choose our relationship with Britain every time. 


We will, of course, continue to seek access to the EU single market where possible but we will 


choose Britain first as we have for hundreds of years. 


As we have for generations. 
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And as we will forever. 


And we will do so BOTH with our hearts AND with our heads. 


And not least because our relationship with the City of London is long-standing and enduring. 


But it is also based on our joint history, our current business relationship and the future business 


opportunities that we can craft together. 


For us, the new opportunities will lie principally on the road that sees us at least maintain bilaterally 


the access that we enjoy to the UK market in Financial Services. 


And I am very pleased to be able to tell you that, this morning, the Secretary of State for 


International Trade, the Right Honourable Dr Liam Fox has confirmed that the intention of the 


United Kingdom is that the current relationship in Financial Services between Gibraltar and the 


United Kingdom should continue. 


That has been very welcome news to those gathered this morning at the Financial Services event. 


I have received excellent and very positive feedback already about that clear statement of 


intention. 


And I know this is only the beginning of what we can do together in order to ensure that Gibraltar 


emerges stronger from this Brexit it did not choose. 


And I am confident that many of you here will help us to shape that future. 


Indeed, many of you who are joining us tonight will know that this event is a little different to the 


Gibraltar Day events we have organised at the Guildhall in the past. 


There are only about one thousand people less. 


Apart from now being able to hear each other, there are other good reasons for refreshing and 


rebooting the style of this event. 


The main reason was that we felt that the event we had traditionally organised was more about 


what Gibraltar had been than about what Gibraltar is or what we are gearing up to be. 


Gibraltar is, of course, all about our rich history. 


We have been an impenetrable military fortress for centuries. 


Our Neanderthal history has come to the fore this year as we have been recognised as a UNESCO 


WORLD HERITAGE SITE. 


But we are about so much more besides. 


Gibraltar today is a modern place of business. 


Of lightning-fast telecommunications. 


And of tech industries which are the envy of the world. 


Our online gaming sector is, undoubtedly, the most prestigious on the planet. 


Not bad for thirty thousand people who, seventy five years ago, were living in London under the 


Blitz, having been evacuated from their homes on the Rock and with little prospect of returning. 


From the prism of the 1940s, perhaps the best synthesis of our past, our present and our future is in 


the modern use of President Eisenhower's lair inside the Rock. 
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That was the place from which the Allied invasion of North Africa was planned. Then it became the 


NATO Communications Centre for the Mediterranean. 


Today it is a last generation, up-to-the-minute DATA CENTRE in the heart of the Rock of Gibraltar. 


Probably the safest place in the world to hold sensitive data. A fortress to the protection of digital 


information. 


Because today we are a place of modern financial services: A jurisdiction that is transparent, 


prudent and responsible. 


A modern military asset, 1000 miles from London, 


On the shores of the Mediterranean 


At the shortest crossing point to Africa 


And a part of the European continent but with a London-style work ethic. 


And with a deep commitment to British principles of good governance and the Rule of Law. 


What a place from which to do business with the world. 


Gibraltar is a place of which the United Kingdom can be justly proud. 


In fact, we are such a success story that some would quite like to have us for themselves. 


They stand no chance of that. 


Neither by trick or treat will we give up our enduring relationship with Britain or the Sovereignty of 


the British crown. 


Because from the bridge of HMS Gibraltar, I can tell you, ladies and gentlemen, that the future for 


Gibraltar is Bright. 


 


The future is British! 
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